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or so, they came round, and gave great and valuable aid, but the
fact remains that we failed to achieve the air parity which was
considered to be vital to our security. The fact of our numerical
deficiency in the air, in spite of our superiority in quality, both in
men and material—which is I believe established—has condemned
us and will condemn us for some time to come, to a great deal of
difficulty and suffering and danger, which we must endure with
firmness, until more favourable conditions can be established, as
assuredly they will be established.
The right hon. Gentleman [Mr. A. V. Alexander] asked me a
number of questions about the Skagerrak and why we had not cut
the communications there. Our present naval preponderance, it is
said, ought to make it feasible for us to dominate the Skagerrak
with our surface ships and thus cut the communications with Oslo
from the first moment and continuously. But the immense enemy
air strength which can be brought to bear upon our patrolling craft
had made this method far too costly to be adopted. It could only
be enforced by maintaining a standing -surface patrol and a patrol,
mark you, not of destroyers, because it is close to the enemy air
bases and it is also close to their cruisers and their battle-cruisers
of which they still retain two. Consequently, very important forces
would have to be employed, in order to maintain a steady surface
patrol, and the losses which would be inflicted upon that patrol
from the air would, undoubtedly, very soon constitute a naval
disaster. We have to face a fact like that.
Then, it is said, " Instead of maintaining a regular patrol, you
might have had a raid." Here again, air strength, in this period
when the nights are already shortening, impedes the approaching
forces and either the transports are removed from the area and
sent back to their ports, or adequate forces are provided by the
enemy to deal with the approaching raid. I am sorry, indeed, that
things should be so, but it would be very foolish in these days,
when we are repeatedly asked, in almost every speech^ to face
facts, if they were ignored. We, therefore, adopted the submarine
blockade as the only method at our disposal, and in doing this, I
followed the opinion of our naval authorities, who are responsible
for handling the fleets not only from the Admiralty but on the ships
at sea.
Here let me say a word about responsible opinion. There is a
great deal of difference between being responsible for giving an order,
on which the loss of several valuable ships might swiftly follow,
and merely expressing an opinion, however well-informed, however
sincere, however courageous, without such responsibility. I have to
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